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The Bexley Education Foundation (BEF) invests in the potential of Bexley students  
by channeling private dollars to the Bexley City Schools. In 2015, the operations of the  

Bexley High School Alumni Association came under the BEF’s umbrella.

Support from parents, alumni and community members advances the BEF’s long-standing
commitment to enhancing the educational experience in Bexley.

In partnership with our alumni, we are connecting the past with the present  
for an extraordinary tomorrow. 

GO LIONS!

THE POWER  
OF POTENTIAL



Alma Mater

To Alma Mater Bexley

To Thee Our Praise We Bring

To Thee Whose Hallowed Halls We Tread

Our Toast To Thee We Sing.

Tho’ Friends And Hopes May Fade Away

Our Blue and White Will Live Forever 

And As The Seasons Swift ly Go,

Thy Name And Praise Shall Ring.

Bexley High School Alumni Magazine is the Fall print 
publication of the Alumni Relations Program of the Bexley 
Education Foundation (BEF). We hope your enjoy this new 
annual publication. Additional information about alumni, 
alumni events and news is shared quarterly through our 
e-newletters and on our website,  bexleyalumni.org. Alumni 
programs are funded by the generosity of alumni donors to 
the Lion’s Pride Alumni Fund and the BEF’s Annual Fund. 
To support the Alumni Relations Program, please use the 
enclosed envelope or go online at bexleyalumni.org/giving.
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I was thrilled to follow in the footsteps of Jen Bunker, 
‘91 who took on this role after the Bexley High School 
Alumni Association (BHSAA) came under the umbrella 
of the Bexley Education Foundation (BEF) in 2015.  Jen 
has done an outstanding job and she will be a hard act to 
follow! As a member of the BEF Board and a BHS alumna, 
I feel like I am aligning my passions as they relate to the 
Bexley Schools.

2019 marked the year of graduating 

the last of our children from the 

Bexley Schools.  My husband Mike 

and I have had such a wonderful 

experience as parents, and as an 

alumna, it makes me proud to have 

shared the “Bexley experience” 

with my sons.

As I reflect on my own experience 

and the reasons that I continue to 

be involved in Alumni Relations 

efforts, I often think of the Bexley 

traditions that have carried over 

from my time to that of my sons, Kyle ’17 and Alec ’19. Although 

times have changed, some traditions have remained an important 

part of the Bexley experience.  The most important is the tradition 

of academic excellence which we, as graduates, can all be proud of. 

However, when I feel nostalgic, it is the memories that I share with 

my classmates that last a lifetime. As I decorated for the Senior 

Party this spring, I remembered my own Senior Party, also held at 

Jeffrey Mansion. What a fun rite of passage this has been! The long-

standing tradition that each class decorates the door to celebrate its 

theme still continues.  For as long as I can remember, it has been a 

time to celebrate these special friendships and our time growing up 

together.   

As you’ll see in the pages of our new alumni “magazine,”  

Bexley classmates continue to connect throughout the year 

and reconnect at their reunions.  This was a great year for 

reconnecting with old friends.  Please enjoy the magazine and 

continue to share your memories with us!
 
Kathleen Shyjka Russo ‘86
Chair, Alumni Relations

TRADITIONS 
CONTINUE



Bexley is a name synonymous with excellent schools. 
For over 100 years, the Bexley City Schools has been 
known as a destination district for those who desire an 
exceptional education for their children.  
 
What makes our schools exceptional? In short, our students. 

That’s why we have a goal to engage, equip, and empower each 

student, and it’s why we keep our students at the center of every 

decision. Our expansive academic offerings, arts programs, 

athletic teams, extracurricular clubs, and leadership experiences 

create a culture where each student can pursue their own 

interests and passions.

All these opportunities and programs are made possible 

through our exceptional staff who teach, coach, and guide 

students on their educational and personal journeys. We invest 

in our teachers and staff through a variety of professional 

learning opportunities. Attracting and maintaining a high-

performing team that keeps students at the center is how we 

ensure our District will continue to be exceptional.

Parents, guardians, and families are essential to student success. 

Much of what makes our district exceptional starts in our 

community with families. Our administrators, teachers, and 

counselors invest in our parents by providing resources and 

support for students at every grade level.

Bexley Schools are dependent upon public dollars in order to 

continue to be a leader and model of high-quality education. 

Those public dollars, when combined with the private support 

received from donors 

to the Bexley Education 

Foundation, create learning 

environments where 

students are engaged, 

equipped, and empowered 

to succeed and choose a 

post-high school pathway 

that is right for them. Bexley 

Schools have consistently 

developed knowledge, skills, 

and dispositions in our 

students that have allowed 

our graduates to go on to 

tremendous successes. As alumni you are part of an exceptional 

school community that is fully invested in making sure that all 

Bexley students can move boldly into the future.

Kimberly Pietsch Miller, Ed.D.,  
Superintendent

ENGAGE. EQUIP. EMPOWER.
Message from the Superintendent

One of my favorite ways to begin the day is to look out of 

my office window and watch students make their way down 

Cassingham Rd. on their way to school. It never gets old seeing 

students, sometimes alone 

or with their friends, during 

those unguarded, anticipatory 

moments as they embark on a 

new, exciting day of learning at 

Bexley High School. I’m sure 

you have some memories of 

your daily travels to Bexley 

High School.

As I begin my 20th year at 

BHS, 18 years as the Assistant 

Principal and my second now 

as Principal, I am honored and privileged every day to be part of 

the strong tradition that is Bexley City Schools. Whether it is an 

English classroom as they discuss the merits of argumentation; 

a Science classroom where students investigate carbohydrates 

and their effects on our bodies; a World Language classroom 

during a discussion of classical language and the role it plays in 

the words we speak today; or a Fine Arts classroom discussing 

the concept of appropriation and how this applies to the collages 

they create, the rich experiences students enjoy are symbolic 

of the continued commitment Bexley has for each student that 

walks through our doors.

I want to extend my genuine thanks to Bexley High School 

alumni for the many generous opportunities you provide for 

our kids. Through your support, the tradition of excellence 

continues and the excitement of learning is fostered every single 

day. I hope you will continue to look back fondly on the past 

at Bexley High School and be part of the bright future that lies 

ahead for our students.

Kristin Robbins, Principal, Bexley High School

 BEXLEY HIGH SCHOOL ALUMNI MAG A ZINE  |  www.bexleyalumni.org

Message from the Principal



American Academy of Dramatic Arts
American University
Auburn University
Baldwin Wallace University 
Belmont University
Bowling Green State University
Butler University
Capital University
Case Western Reserve University
Champlain College
Clark State Community College
Clemson University
College of Charleston
College of William & Mary 
Colorado College
Colorado State University
Columbus College of Art and Design
Columbus State Community College 
Dartmouth College 
Elon University
Ferris State University
Georgetown College
Hamilton College - NY 
Hiram College
Indiana University at Bloomington

Jones County Junior College
Kent State University
Kenyon College
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Miami University
Michigan State University 
Mount Vernon Nazarene University
New York University 
Northeastern University
Oberlin College of Arts and Sciences
Ohio University 
Ohio Wesleyan University
Oregon State University 
Outward Bound
Pace University, New York City 
Queens University of Charlotte
School of the Art Institute of Chicago
Smith College 
Southern Methodist University
Spelman College
Syracuse University
The George Washington University
The Ohio State University 
The Ohio State University at Mansfield
The Ohio State University at Newark

The University of Akron
Tulane University  
United States Air Force
Unity College
University of California, Santa Barbara 
University of Central Florida
University of Cincinnati 
University of Cincinnati-Blue Ash College
University of Colorado at Boulder
University of Dayton 
University of Denver 
University of Florida 
University of Kentucky
University of Maryland, College Park
University of Michigan 
University of Richmond
University of Southern California
University of Tennessee, Knoxville
University of Toronto 
University of Utah
University of Vermont 
University of Virginia
University of Wisconsin, Madison
Vanderbilt University 
Washington University in St. Louis
Wright State University 
Xavier University

Youngstown State University

Where Are They Now?
Bexley High School Class of 2019

Bexley High School was ranked #132 in the 

nation among 23,000 public high schools, 4th in 

Ohio and 1st in the Columbus Metropolitan Area 

by US News & World Report in 2019.

Bexley High School has a 98%  

graduation rate.

Students can choose to participate in over 

30 different clubs and organizations at 

Bexley High School.

There are 25 Advance Placement (AP) 

courses offered at Bexley High School.

Bexley High School currently fields 51 

athletic teams (Freshman, Junior  

Varsity and Varsity)

Bexley High School Staff include:

· 56 teachers

· 2 administrators

· 3 guidance counselors

· 3 administrative assistants

· 13 classroom and student aides

2019-20 Bexley High School  

Enrollment:

· 184 Freshman

· 187 Sophomores

· 185 Juniors

· 194 Seniors

Lion Points of Pride
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DISTINGUISHED ALUMNI
Five outstanding graduates of 
Bexley High School have been 
named as recipients of the 2019 
Distinguished Alumni Awards. 
Nominated by classmates and 
colleagues, those being honored 
include two members of the 
Class of 1974.

Walter Buchsieb, DDS, is a 1947 

graduate of Bexley High School 

with a long and distinguished 

career in dentistry. He had a private 

orthodontics practice in Kettering, 

Ohio for 33 years before accepting 

the position of Orthodontic Clinic 

Director at The Ohio State University, 

which he held until 2004. In 

recognition of his outstanding service 

to the dental fi eld, Dr. Buchsieb 

was named the fi rst recipient of the 

Joseph P. Crowley Distinguished 

Dentist Award from the Ohio Dental 

Association.

Michael Hackman, BHS ’74 is one 

of the country’s most successful real 

estate investors and developers. He 

founded Hackman Capital Partners 

in Los Angeles in 1986 and since 

that time has successfully completed 

hundreds of real estate transactions 

and capital asset liquidations on four 

diff erent continents including the 

recent purchase of three iconic movie 

studios. He is a past Trustee for The 

Willows School in Culver City and 

Windward School in Los Angeles.

Rachel Sigall Friedman, a 1988 

graduate of Bexley High School is 

Founder and CEO of Tenfold, an 

award-winning strategy and creative 

branding company recognized as on 

the INC. 500 and INC 5000 as one of 

the fastest growing privately owned 

companies in the United States. 

Tenfold has a large and growing 

portfolio of local and national clients 

including ESPN, NBCUniversal, 

Disney, Big Lots, Huntington National 

Bank and OhioHealth.

Gayle Smith, BHS 74 is the President 

and CEO of the ONE Campaign. 

She has served as a top advisor 

on development issues for two 

American presidents and is one of 

the world’s leading experts on global 

development. She was appointed by 

President Obama as Administrator 

of the U.S. Agency for International 

Development, served as special 

assistant to President Obama and 

senior director for development and 

democracy at the National Security 

Council, and as special assistant to 

President Clinton and senior director 

for African aff airs at the National 

Security Council. Smith has also 

worked as a journalist and with NGOs 

in Africa for more than 20 years.

Dr. Marvin Stone, Class of ’55, 

is a renowned Oncologist, now 

retired, who has made numerous 

contributions to the diagnosis and 

treatment of cancer. His distinguished 

academic career includes serving as a 

Clinical Professor of Humanities at the 

University of Texas at Dallas, Professor 

of Internal Medicine at Texas A&M 

College of Medicine, Chief Emeritus 

Hematology and Oncology, Baylor 

University Medical Center and Chief 

of Oncology and Director of Sammons 

Cancer Center, Baylor University 

Medical Center. The library at Baylor 

University Medical Center is named in 

his honor.

Established in 1987, the Bexley 
High School Distinguished 
Alumni Awards honor Bexley 
High School graduates who have 
made a signifi cant impact on 
their communities and professions 
and serve as role models of 
success. This year’s class of Award 
recipients will be recognized at a 
student assembly in Bexley High 
School’s Schottenstein Theater on 
Monday, November 25, 2019. A 
cocktail reception is planned for 
that evening.
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The two $1,000 Carlton Smith 
Memorial Scholarships and the 
$1,000 William E.L. Young Memorial 
Service Award were presented at 
the Bexley High School Senior 
Recognition Assembly held on May 
20, 2019. The scholarships are funded 
by the Bexley High School Alumni 
Endowment Fund that honors the 
memory of Barbara Babbett Hysell.

Carlton Smith Memorial Scholarships 
Ryan Callahan and Madeline Vincent

William E.L. Young Memorial  
Service Award Elizabeth White

2019 BHS DEPARTMENT 
AWARDS
Also presented at the Senior Recognition 

Assembly were the BHS Department Awards. 

Each award recipient received a $250 check 

thanks to gifts made to the Lion’s Pride  

Alumni Fund.

Art Cup Eleanor Rupp

Thespis Cup Margaret McDow

Music Cup  Madelyn Bates

Technology Education Cup  Ian Hunley

Sara Amos English Cup/Garry Mentser 
Memorial Award  Lee Cook

Latin Cup Faizah Abdullah

Perry Kendall Smith Spanish Cup  
Ailbhe McCann

Douglas Woodyard French Cup  

Marihah Abdullah

John Schacht Memorial Math Cup  

Grant Halliday

Walter English Science Cup Ailbhe McCann

Social Studies Cup William Rauschenberg

ENDOWED SCHOLARSHIPS  
ESTABLISHED BY ALUMNI
Four members of the BHS Class of 2019 

each received $1,000 scholarships thanks 

to the generosity of individual alumni 

who have established endowed scholarship 

funds with the BEF.

Sandra Montgomery, Class of ’55, 

Scholarship, established by Beverly 

Fleishman Pimsleur, ’55, awarded  

to Lee Cook.

Charles Hoel Memorial Science Prizes 

established by Robert E. Stevenson, 

’44, awarded to Shelly Ben-David and 

Ailbhe McCann.

Barbara & Joseph Schwebel “Top Ten” 

Scholarship established by Barbara 

Rall Schwebel, ‘61 awarded to Emma 

Easley.

2019 ALUMNI AWARDS
& SCHOLARSHIPS

Legacy In The Making
Just over a year ago Robert E.  

Stevenson, PhD, Class of ‘44 made a 

decision that will impact many future 

generations of Bexley graduates who have 

an interest in pursuing scientific studies 

in college. What began as conversations 

about the “cutting edge” education Dr. 

Stevenson received, and the influence of 

his former Bexley High School science 

teacher whom he credits with putting him 

on the path to a career in science inquiry, 

resulted in the establishment of the 

Charles Hoel Memorial Endowment Fund 

with the BEF. That endowed fund is also 

named as a beneficiary in Dr. Stevenson’s 

Trust Agreement.

Two young women were named the first 

recipients of the Charles Hoel Prize for 

Science. Each graduate received $1,000 at 

the Bexley High School Senior Recognition 

Assembly held on May 20, 2019.

Now retired and living in Santa Fe New 

Mexico, Dr. Stevenson recently visited 

Bexley High School. He toured the high 

school, had lunch with the science faculty 

and was delighted to find the March 12, 

1943 edition of The Torch that featured his 

article about interviewing Boris Karloff.

To learn more about establishing an 

endowment fund and/or making a planned 

gift to the BEF to support Bexley High School 

students, please contact BEF Executive 

Director, Pam Glasgow. 
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Nine former athletes and one coach 
were inducted into the Bexley High 
School  Athletic Hall of Fame on 
November 2, 2019 at a special brunch 
held in their honor. 

The Athletic Hall of Fame was established 

in 1990 to honor outstanding athletes and 

coaches from Bexley High School, enhance 

traditions of Bexley, strengthen school, 

community and alumni relations and 

honor individuals who have contributed 

to sports at Bexley High School. The Hall 

of Fame honors the memory of Rebecca 

Millard Attwood. Gifts made by the Millard 

Family and others to the Rebecca Millard 

Attwood Fund of the Bexley Schools have 

supported the Hall of Fame over the years. 

 

The 2019 Athletic Hall of Fame Inductees are:

Steve Callif, ’69 – Steve was an 

accomplished basketball player and captain 

of the 1969 men’s basketball team. He led 

the team in scoring in 1966, 67, 68 & 69. A 

comedian and singer, Steve has performed 

on Comedy Central, BET and with comedy 

favorites like Jerry Seinfeld and Ellen. 

*Jim Moriarty, ’68 – Jim is remembered 

for his prowess on the football and baseball 

teams at Bexley High School in the late 

‘60’s, where he was the MVP and captain 

in both sports. Jim played baseball at Ohio 

University and was on the 1970 team that 

went to the College World Series. 

Jeff Schneider, ’72 – Jeff coached Girls 

Track for 16 years, was Assistant Coach 

for Girls Basketball for 12 years and Boys 

Middle School Basketball Coach for 8 

years. As a Track Coach, Jeff was named 

League Coach of the Year five times and 

District Coach of the Year twice and his 

teams captured numerous championships. 

Jeff is also well-known as Bexley’s Band 

Director, a position he held for 27 years.

Bernie Miller, ’85 – Bernie is the only 

Bexley graduate to ever claim a state title 

in wrestling. Bernie went on to pursue his 

love of cycling earning the opportunity 

to compete in the 1988 Olympic trials for 

a spot on the US Olympic team in track 

cycling and road cycling. He continues to 

compete in mountain bike races and off-

road triathlons.

Erika Willhite, ’90 – A stand out in field 

hockey, Erika was named All-American, 

All-State and First Team All-League while a 

player at Bexley. Erika holds school records 

for most goals in a game, most goals in a 

season and most career goals. She founded 

the Westside Motorcycle Academy, the 

premier motorcycle training facility in  

Los Angeles.

*Andrew Stern, ’92 – Andrew is 

remembered as a true team player with 

a strong work ethic. He was captain of 

the 1991- and 1992-men’s tennis and 

basketball teams. He won the State Doubles 

Championship (with Kevin Seckel) in 1989 

and 1990 and placed third in the State for 

Men’s Tennis in 1992. Following graduation 

from Miami University of Ohio, Andrew 

moved to Los Angeles where he had a 

highly successful marketing career. 

Lindsey Macklin Poor, ’04 – A scholar 

athlete who excelled at soccer and 

basketball, Lindsey led her teams as captain 

to several league, district and regional 

championships and State semi-finals. 

She was named an NSCAA Academic All 

American in 2004 and Academic All Ohio 

in 2003 and 2004. Lindsey went on to play 

both sports at Ohio Wesleyan and to earn 

an MBA from Capital University.

Bree Hinkle, ’06 – A two-year captain of 

the basketball team, Bree also earned varsity 

letters in volleyball and track. In basketball, 

she holds the school record with 31 points 

in a single game. After a successful four-year 

basketball career at the University of Illinois 

at Chicago, she received a BA in Marketing 

as well as a master’s degree in Educational, 

Instructional and Curriculum Supervision.

Tyler Stanley, ‘07 – A talented multi-sport 

athlete, Tyler earned ten varsity letters in 

soccer, basketball, baseball, track and field 

and was captain of the 2007 soccer and 

basketball teams. After graduating from 

the US Air Force Academy where he was 

captain of the Varsity Track and Field team 

for four years, Tyler went on to receive a 

master’s degree from the University of 

Denver and to serve in United States Air 

Force Intelligence with a deployment to 

Afghanistan in 2014-2015

Jalen (Robinette) Rowell, ’12 –  An all-

around athlete who played football and 

basketball and ran track, Jalen holds school 

records in football for most receiving 

yards, most receptions and was a member 

4x100 school record-setting relay team. 

Recruited to play football for the United 

States Airforce Academy, Jalen was a 

standout at the wide receiver position, 

breaking several Falcon football records. 

He was the first Air Force player ever 

invited to the East-West Shrine Game, 

the Senior Bowl and the NFL scouting 

combine. Jalen graduated from the Air 

Force Academy and is currently serving as a 

1st Lieutenant in the U.S. Air Force Reserves. 

He was recently drafted by the XFL  

Seattle Dragons. 

BHS ATHLETIC HALL OF FAME
2019 Inductees

Coach Jeff Schneider
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STILL BURNING BRIGHT
95 years of The Torch

Since 1925, The Bexley High School 
Torch (now The Torch) has published 
news and information about Bexley 
School District decisions, faculty and 
staff transitions, student honors and 
achievements, music and theatrical 
performances, club news, updates on 
recent graduates, athletic contests, 
community events and the results of 
student polls and surveys. 

The history of Bexley High School 

is well documented in Torch articles 

over the years. The student reporters 

and editors, under the guidance of the 

faculty advisors, published the bigger 

news of the day as well as chronicled 

daily student activities. Today’s 

Torch is built upon a tradition of 

excellence in journalism established 

almost 100 years ago and carried 

forward by generations of Bexley 

High School students.  

Working on The Torch is a collective 

memory shared by hundreds of 

Bexley graduates who not only 

developed great friendships but 

acquired a variety of skills that 

they have used in 

multiple ways in 

college and beyond. 

“Serving as co-

editor of The Torch 

prepared me for my 

journalism studies 

at Ohio University. 

Writing has been 

an integral part 

of every job I’ve 

ever had,” said Amy Francisco Vick, 

a 1991 BHS graduate and Director 

of Communications and Marketing 

for The Columbus Foundation. 

Gary Schottenstein, who co-edited 

the Torch in 1969, believes that his 

involvement with The Torch helped in 

many facets of his life and said, “it was 

a wonderful experience in developing 

communication skills and working 

with other students as part of a team.” 

The Torch is consistently recognized 

as one of the top student newspapers 

in the state of Ohio. “I was lucky to 

have inherited an award-winning 

paper from previous advisor Peg 

Zidonis,” said BHS English teacher, 

Julie Horger who has served as Torch 

Advisor since 1996. Zidonis, who came 

to Bexley as a certified Journalism 

teacher in 1976, notes that, “being on 

the Torch, students really came into 

their own, making friends, learning 

how to express themselves, developing 

their own stories, and winning awards 

for their work.” The Torch was one 

of only two school newspapers 

statewide to be named an “All-Ohio” 

publication, the top award from the 

Ohio Scholastic Media Association, for 

the 2018-19 school year.  It was a wonderful 
experience in developing 

communication skills  
and working with 
other students as  
part of a team.

-Gary Schottenstein 
(Former Torch Editor)

The very f irst Torch staff, 1929
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Former Advisors
Julie Horger, 1996 – Present

Peg Zidonis, 1976 – 1995

Miriam Morrison, 1972-1975

Marcia Speakman, 1971

Sheila Carroll, 1970

Sally Cohen, 1969

Sara Amos, 1958 – 1968

Dorothy Abraham, 1956

William Mathews & Ralph Howell, 1953

Ralph Howell & Ruth Wones, 1950

Ralph Howell & Ruth Geist, 1945

Ruth Geist, 1940

Ruth Geist & Ralph Howell, 1939

Being on today’s Torch staff 

requires a tremendous level of 

commitment. Sophomores take the 

Journalism course to prepare for 

serving on the paper. Each spring, 

students apply to be on The Torch 

staff.  Juniors work primarily as 

reporters and photographers, while 

many seniors take on lead roles as 

editors.

   

During the school year, the 50 

members of The Torch staff meet 

daily to plan and work on stories 

and they convene three to four 

evenings during the monthly 

production week. Horger notes that 

that, “every year we tweak a few 

things, but the biggest changes over 

the years have come as a result of 

evolving technology.  Photos are 

digital, and students are trained to 

use programs like Adobe InDesign 

& Photoshop to produce a high 

quality and efficient paper.”  One 

thing that hasn’t changed despite 

the digital age is the newsprint. 

“We’ve considered going digital, 

but I think students like having a 

tangible product that they can be 

proud of and seeing their names on 

the printed page,” said Horger.  

In being on the Torch, 
students really came 

into their own, making 
friends, learning how 
to express themselves, 
developing their own 
stories, and winning 

awards for their work.

-Peg Zidonis 
(former advisor)

(Left and right) Current Torch Staff 
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2019 REUNIONS

Class of 1999

Class of 1984

Class of 1954 Class of 1954

Class of 1994

Class of 1949

Class of 1994

Class of 1994 Class of 1994



Class of 1954

Class of 1989

Class of 1994

Class of 1974

Class of 1999

Class of 1979

Class of 1974

Class of 1969

Class of 1964



Ever since she could pick-up a crayon in Kindergarten, Ellen 
Klages,’72, loved to write and imagine stories, though her 
professional writing career began just 20 years ago.  With 
a degree in Philosophy from the University of Michigan 
and lots of odds jobs like copy editor and proofreader, 
it took a while to find her voice. While working at The 
Exploratorium in San Francisco, she became interested in 
science fiction writing and composed her first short story, 
which was nominated for a Nebula Award.  Despite the late 
start, she jumped in with both feet and at the top for which 
she is extremely grateful.

Today, Ellen is the award-winning author of three acclaimed 

historical novels for middle grade readers: The Green Glass Sea; 

White Sands, Red Menace, and her newest novel, Out of Left Field, 

which won the 2019 Children’s History Book Prize and the 2019 

Ohioana Book Award. She has also won awards for her adult fiction 

including some short stories and the novella, Passing Strange.

Set in 1957, Out of Left Field, is the story of a ten-year-old girl, Katy, 

the best baseball pitcher in the neighborhood. 

Inspired by what she’s learning about civil rights in school, Katy 

sets out to prove that she’s not the only girl who plays baseball 

and uncovers the accomplishments of many women in the 

sport.  The book is as much about learning to do your research 

as it is about standing up for equal rights.  Ellen shared that she 

doesn’t write down to kids, presenting the moral dilemmas of the 

historical time periods she covers. She develops her narratives 

after researching the times, weaving other historical events like 

the launching of Sputnik and the Little Rock Nine into them.  

She credits amazing teachers like Sarah Pfaff and Mary Benis 

at Bexley for really encouraging her creativity. This fall, Ellen 

was honored with a 2019 Ohioana Book Award and invited 

Sarah and Mary as guests . Ellen spoke to Bexley Middle 

School 7th grade student on October 21 about her writing 

process and where her inspiration comes from.

In 1945, the city of Whitehall had no high school but, 

through an agreement with the Bexley City School District, 

Whitehall residents could attend Bexley High School. That’s 

how Jo Ann Susil and Norman “Wayne” Hanners found 

themselves on the same school bus their freshmen year 

coming to Bexley High School.

They started going steady soon after they met and have been 

together ever since – with “laugher to get you through,” said 

Jo Ann. During high school days, they spent lots of time with 

friends (many of whom later married), going to Buckeye Lake 

and attending Bexley football games. Wayne was quite the 

athlete, playing both varsity football (halfback) and baseball 

(outfield) for the Lions. They got married in 1950 and moved to 

their current house in Bexley in 1963 so their children Bruce, 

Beverly, Tim and Pauline could attend Bexley schools and have 

the same quality education and wonderful experiences that 

have been such an important part of their lives.

Jo Ann and Wayne 

have always valued 

their high school 

friendships and 

Jo Ann has always 

been at the center of 

reunion organizing, 

reaching out and 

connecting with classmates every 10 years. This year, she 

reached out personally to organize a gathering to celebrate the 

70th anniversary of the Class of 49’s graduation from Bexley. 

The gathering was held on July 3, 2019 in the Community 

Room of Bexley High School with 16 classmates attending (see 

photo in ‘2019 Reunions’ pages). 
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SPOTLIGHT ON SARA
Sara Pfaff  always has a twinkle in her eye, whether she 
is telling you about how she started teaching in Bexley 
right out of college or hearing from her former students. 
The retired English teacher who “always had a path 
to be a teacher,” is a St. Louis native who has spent the 
past 45 years as a Bexley resident.

As one of Bexley’s longest tenured faculty members, Sara’s 

memories stretch over several generations of Bexley High 

School students and teachers. Within the English Department, 

she recalls the amazing amount of collaboration among her 

colleagues, and the fl exibility that allowed teachers to design 

curriculum around the strengths of students. Those factors 

also created opportunities for cultural and artistic enrichment 

experiences through fi eld trips to diff erent cities in the 

Midwest and abroad. With the goal of helping her students 

become lifelong learners, Sara found those trips supported 

her eff orts to, “take learning beyond the classroom and into 

the world to learn everywhere you go.”

In the classroom, Sara enjoyed teaching Contemporary 

Literature, where she tried to develop a passion for reading 

among her students by helping them to select books they would 

enjoy and giving them permission to give up on the ones they 

didn’t like because, “you have to give kids choices and let them 

run with it. Books can take you anywhere.” Sara, who is an avid 

reader herself, shared her favorite recent read, The Library 

Book, a non-fi ction read about a 1986 fi re that destroyed the Los 

Angeles library. “It seems like a boring topic, but the writing was 

so good, I couldn’t put it down!”

Today, Sara stays connected to other retired Bexley teachers 

and to the Bexley Schools through helping to select the student 

graduation speakers and serving on the Educator of the Year 

Committee. She estimates that she has around 100 former 

students as Facebook friends and is proud of the amazing things 

they are doing and notes that “it makes my heart happy to see 

the loving and kind parents that they have become.”

PFAFF PFUN PFACTS:
• Sara hates pickles – she calls it a 
 genetic defect

• She once went to the Drexel Theater to have   
 Fabio sign books for her students

• On a fi eld trip with Bexley students to hear the   
 Detroit Symphony, the bus driver took a
 wrong turn and the bus ended up in Canada   
 and was boarded by Canadian police

• Sara’s fi rst Bexley High School English
 classroom was on the third fl oor between   
 Carlton Smith’s Chemistry classroom and 
 John Schacht’s Math classroom.
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Walter Buchsieb ’47 is retired from 

his dental practice but has remained 

active serving on the Board of the 

Bexley Historical Society, and as a 

Professor Emeritus at The Ohio State 

University College of Dentistry. On 

October 4th Dr. Buchsieb received the 

2019 Joseph P. Crowley Distinguished 

Dentist Award from the Ohio Dental 

Association.

Three members of the Class of 1950 

traveled to Columbus from Florida, 

Texas and Virginia to meet with fellow 

classmate, Bob Clark. Bob treated the 

out-of-towners to an extensive tour 

of Columbus and Bexley (which is 

much diff erent from when they were 

growing up). The group then travelled 

to Troy, Michigan to visit classmate, 

Bob Jolliff e. All fi ve are members of 

a group of classmates who have met 

periodically for many years.

Ellis Kurtz Gery ’57 and husband 

Lee are retired and living in Naples, 

Florida in the winter and 

spending summers in Northern 

Michigan. They sadly reported that 

they lost their youngest son, Jim in 

March to a snowmobile accident.

Bob Friedman ’57, (and his wife Diane) 

split time these days between Canton, 

Ohio (where he remains Of Counsel at 

Black, McCuskey, Souers & Arbaugh, 

LPA), and Sea Pines Plantation, 

Hilton Head Island, South Carolina 

where they can be found from mid-

December through April. Bob can be 

reached at rif2209@aol.com.

Ruth Lindeck Forman ’58 

has written a book Soul to Soul: 

Connection and Communication, 

to help individuals of all ages 

and cultures to be their best. 

Ruth is off ering a 15% discount 

on the purchase of her book 

to all  Bexley alumni. To 

purchase, go to her website 

www.positivecommunication.com 

and enter Bexley as the 

promo code.

Jane Baldwin ’59 was recently 

inducted into the Professors Hall of 

Honor at Capital University. Jane’s 

Bexley classmates surprised her this 

past year by making donations in 

her honor to the BEF. A paver in the 

Alumni Piazz now recognizes her 

eff orts in keeping track of classmates 

and organizing reunions.

The Class of ’59 presented three 

$1,000 scholarships to graduating 

seniors at Bexley’s 2019 Senior 

Recognition Assembly. The 

scholarships honored Bexley 

teachers, coaches, and administrators: 

Sara Amos, Antoinette Barr, Maridean 

Close, John Schacht, Carlton Smith, 

Margaret Love, CW Jones, and Dana 

Swinehart.

Elizabeth Blakeslee’63 was recently 

appointed by the Mayor of the 

District of Columbia to D.C’s Real 

Estate Commission. The nine-

member body regulates the licenses 

of professional real estate agents and 

protects consumers by upholding 

the District of Columbia real estate 

license law. She been selling real 

estate in the area for 29 years.

Alan Robins ‘72 reported that 

he doubled the number of 

grandchildren he has with the birth 

of identical twin boys on June 22, 

2019 in St Louis, MO. Everyone is 

doing fine with all hands and paws 

on deck. 

Thomas Kirker ’78 moved from the 

country last September to be closer 

to his first grandchild. Although 

he and wife Ann both retired from 

teaching six years ago, Ann continues 

CLASS NOTES
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to work part-time for Columbus 

City Schools, and Tom is still with 

the Columbus and Franklin County 

Metroparks as a ranger. He also 

works as a nature consultant for 

Bexley Recreation and Parks, doing 

freelance nature/ outdoor writing, 

and taking school groups on 

educational nature walks.

Bob Turton ’78 is currently residing 

in Dallas, Texas. He is designing, 

fabricating and installing stainless 

steel cleaning rooms for customer 

in the aviation and space tourist 

industry, including Tesla, SpaceX, 

Beechcraft, Cesna and Blue Origin, 

for whom he just completed the 

first room at Cape Canaveral. Bob’s 

son, Chesley toured Europe this 

summer with his cousin whose 

father is the actor Chris Meloni of 

Law and Order and Happy.

Pamela E. (Godfrey) Garlinghouse, 

BSN, RN, CCRN ‘81 received the

AACN Circle of Excellence Award 

this year from the American 

Association of Critical Care Nurses.  

The award is given to those who are 

highly regarded by their colleagues 

and for their commitment to 

achieving excellent outcomes in 

the care of critically ill patients and 

their families. She is on staff at 

The Ohio State University Wexner 

Medical Center in Columbus. 

Monica Christenson (Sager)’82 was 

awarded a scholarship to study 

for two weeks in Barcelona, Spain, 

through Expanish (a language 

school) and the ACTFL (American

Council for the Teaching of Foreign 

Languages).  She has taught 500 

students ages 2 and 1/2 years old to 

4th grade at Pulaski Academy for 

the past 12 years. After two weeks 

she and her daughter traveled 

throughout Andalucía in southern 

Spain visiting beautiful cities, 

countryside, and of course the 

Costa del Sol. It was a wonderful 

experience. 

Barbi (Sorensen) Smole ‘97 lives in 

Clarksville, MD with her husband 

and family. After her son was 

diagnosed with a rare eye disease, 

Coats’ Disease, Barbi founded 

the Curing Coats fundraiser to 

support research at the Wilmer Eye 

Institute.

Kara Hardesty Whitlatch ’91, teaches 

and coaches at Bexley High School, 

and was recently named OHSAA 

Field Hockey Coach of the Year.

Sarah Binau is excited to announce 

that her post-Pomona life will 

begin in Brazil where she will 

study Portuguese in Florianopolis, 

Brazil. She will be on a Fulbright 

Scholarship to be an English 

Teaching Assistant in Brazil  

next year.

Anna Fechtor’12, a graduate student 

in Paris at Sciences Po’s Governing 

the Large Metropolis program, is 

part of a team recently named one 

of five finalists in the 2019 Geneva 

Challenge.  This year’s Challenge 

from the Graduate Institute 

of Geneva (Switzerland),asked 

graduate students to address the 

complex issues arising from global 

health and how to tackle these 

challenges to foster social and 

economic development. Ms. Fechtor 

and her three colleagues represent 

Europe with their RAPIDCARE 

project, which “seeks to leverage 

the existing capacity of informal 

healthcare providers to better treat 

and monitor infectious disease in 

...informal [urban] settlements, 

ensuring better access to lifesaving 

health services for malaria while 

also limiting the risk of rapid, 

unchecked disease outbreaks.”
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A Special Friend To Many

Holly Reed holds a special place in the hearts of many Bexley 

teachers and students, especially the staff and students at 

Montrose Elementary. Holly passed away on August 29, 2019. 

Born two months prematurely, she became blind when only 

days old due to an overabundance of oxygen in her incubator, 

a condition known as retrolental fibroplasia. But she never let 

her blindness define her. She served as a substitute teacher for 

the Columbus Public Schools for 18 years and as coordinator 

of substitute teachers for the Bexley City Schools for 16 years. 

For decades, she was a volunteer at Montrose and also made 

braille Christmas and Hanukkah cards for every student 

there, along with many other students in the Bexley Schools. 

In 1990, Holly was honored with the Bexley City School’s 

Friend of Education Award. 

Among Holly’s survivors is her sister, Becky Reed Liefeld 

(married to Mark Liefeld, BHS ’74). Becky taught art at 

Montrose Elementary for 30 years and Mark taught science 

at BHS from 2000 to 2013. Holly’s niece and goddaughter 

(Mark and Becky’s daughter), Adrienne Liefeld Young, BHS 

‘08 is a first-grade teacher at Cassingham Elementary. Holly’s 

mom, Barbara Heer Reed, graduated from Bexley in 1941. The 

Bexley Education Foundation was honored to be named as a 

recipient for gifts made in Holly’s memory.

IN MEMORIAM
Classes of 1930-1939
Jane Elizabeth Davis Wiseman ’34 
(5/29/19)

Betty Ann Rohrbacher Mercer ’39 (9/12/19)

Classes of 1940-1949
Jean Ebright Elin ’40 (10/4/2018)

Joanne Jones Howard Hoffman ’40 
(8/12/19)

Susan Marguerite Rollins ’42, (1/23/19)

Robert J. Duffy ’43 (4/1/19)

John (Jack) McLaurin Barr ’44 (8/7/19)

Stanley Thall ’44 (11/11/18)

Constance Paul ’46 (9/23/2018)

Virginia L. Ianiri Kraner ’46 (10/22/18)

Ralph E. Ramey Jr. ’46 (4/29/19)

John F. Lewis ’47 (8/28/2018)

Jeanne Haggard McLaughlin ’47 (11/20/18)

Naomi M. Howell Reid ’47 (2/12/19)

Joann Baldwin Hickle ’47 (10/9/19)

Evelyn Dargusch Lanphere ’48 (9/26/2018)

Helen Sophos Herbert ’48 (12/28/18)

Wilbur Collins ’48 (9/11/19)

Thomas Anders ’48 (10/13/2018)

Marilyn Denman Eaton ’48 (11/1/18)

Ralph E. Shofer ’49 (10/18/18)

Gary Janton Seckel ’49 (11/10/18)

Sylvia Duggar Blake ’49 (3/29/19)

Joan Eickholt Birtcher ’49 (5/11/19)

John Williams Roberts ’49 (6/3/19)

Cecil Blocker ’49 (6/23/19)

Classes of 1950-1959
Ruthann Jarvis Furgason ’50 (6/30/19)

Barbara Welch Campbell ’50 (7/5/19)

Elyse Schacht Kindler ’51 (8/18/2018)

Augustine Dattalo Ellis ’51 (2/1/19)

Marilyn Jane (Janie) Anthony Lehman ’52 
(9/25/19)

Robert Fabian Cowan ’53 (11/15/18)

Sally Kerr Byrd ’53 (1/23/19)

William F. McIver II ’53 (4/24/19)

Barbara Bidlak Hauser ’53 (7/1/19)

Daniel Muriel Riffle ’53 (7/5/19)

Lois Garek Greenblott ’54 (9/23/2018)

Elizabeth “Betsy” Nida Noethlich ’55 
(1/15/19)

John C. Witherspoon ’55 (5/29/19)

Robert “Bob” Doak ’55 (6/19/2018)

Marilyn Varley Cherry ’56 (9/5/2018)

Roland Jones ’56 (9/7/2018)

James C. McDowell ’56 (11/4/18) 
Carolyn Langfitt Stoddard ’56 (8/16/19)

Sylvia Schottenstein Rosenberg ’58 
(8/15/2018)

Rebecca Rosenthal Rosen ’58

Robert “Bo” Newell ’59 (5/11/19)

Classes of 1960-1969
Judy Ann Taylor Burris ’62 (6/1/19)

Donald Feinstein ’62 (10/15/19)

Classes of 1970-1979
Everett “Christopher” Keith Williams ’70 
(12/1/18)

Eric Essig ’72 (7/10/19)

Thea Dinitz Bloom ’73 (9/23/18)

Kenneth A. Leach ’74 (10/7/2018)

Robert N. “Rob” Johnson ’74 (8/17/19)

Classes of 1980-1989
Steven Aurnou ’87 (12/15/18)

Classes of 1990-1999
Ryan Deumey ’94 (March 2019)

Alexander Furuta ’95 (7/22/2017)

Jason Edward Tackett ’96 (5/25/19)

Dustin Dobos ’97 (5/24/2017)

Classes of 2000-2009
Lindsey Dargusch Jenkins ’02, (11/27/18)

Classes of 2010-2019
Roman Garcia ’16 (4/14/19)

We are honored to receive gifts made in 

memory of departed classmates.

Reported from 8/2018 through 9/2019



You can continue to show your Lion pride as an alumnus and make a difference for current Bexley
students. There are several ways (see below) to create your personal legacy at Bexley High School.

Make your paw mark today!

Bricks or Pavers 
The Bexley High School Alumni Piazza and Walkway in front of Bexley High School was

dedicated in 1996. The hundreds of engraved bricks and pavers pay tribute to individual Bexley 

graduates, current and retired teachers, staff and coaches as well as honor the memory of special friends, 

family and loves ones. Individual bricks are available for $100 each and pavers for $500 each.

Memorial Benches 
Engraved limestone benches along the Alumni Walkway that honor

both individuals, families and classes are available for $2,500 each.

Tribute Gifts
Making a gift of any size to the Lion’s Pride Alumni Fund or the BEF’s Annual Fund for

Excellence is a wonderful way to honor or remember someone special.

Planned Gifts
A planned gift to the Bexley Education Foundation will benefit the young men and

women of today who will call Bexley their alma mater tomorrow. There are many ways to make a

meaningful planned or deferred charitable gift. These include: a specific bequest in a will or trust

agreement; naming the Bexley Education Foundation as the beneficiary of an insurance policy,

retirement or IRA plan, or establishing a charitable trust.

To learn more about any of these legacy giving opportunities, please contact Pam Glasgow,  
BEF Executive Director at (614) 338-2093 or email her at pamela.glasgow@bexleyschools.org.

LION PRIDE TODAY  
& TOMORROW



A Publication of
Bexley Education Foundation.
For more information,  
go to bexleyalumni.org  
 
CONTACT
Alumni@bexleyschools.org 
614.338.2093

BEXLEY EDUCATION 
FOUNDATION
348 South Cassingham Road
Bexley, Ohio 43209

Connect with Alumni!
Be in the know about alumni activities and how your  
gifts are at work by doing any or all of the following:

Visit our website:
bexleyalumni.org and use the homepage to sign up for our  
monthly e-newsletter.

“Like” us on Facebook
and see photos, access links and get regular updates.

Follow us on Twitter and Instagram
@bexleyalumni for news and links.
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