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BEXLEY HIGH SCHOOL
Final report card confirms good grade

District met all 26 indicators for
‘excellent with distinction’ rating
By Deborah M. Dunlap
ThisWeek Community News
Tuesday March 5, 2013
Although the state’s official release
of school district report cards Feb.
28 carried no surprises for Bexley,
officials still were pleased their students’
achievements are finally on the books.
The Ohio Department of
Education released official
report card last week,
some six months late. The
delay was the result of the
ongoing investigation by state
Auditor David Yost into alleged
irregularities in the reporting of
student attendance by school districts
throughout the state. Those districts
included Columbus City Schools.
Bexley was rated “excellent with distinction” on
the 2011-12 report card,
meeting requirements for
all 26 indicators.
According to the data, which normally
is released in late August, students in
Bexley passed all testing areas of the Ohio
Achievement Assessments — meeting all 24
respective indicators on the state report card.
The district came in well above the state’s
graduation benchmark with a 98.4 percent
graduation rate.
Bexley also ranked high in the “valueadded” growth category. Bexley City
Schools scored “above” the benchmark,
which means students in the district are

growing in terms of learning, on average,
more than a year at a time.
Value-added is a calculation of the
growth, or progress, that each individual
student makes on academic tests from year
to year. The progress of each student, as
opposed to a one-time “snapshot,” is what is
used to assess the effectiveness of a school or
district.
Bexley also met the Adequate Yearly Progress, or
AYP, standard, according
to the data released last
week. AYP measures reading and math proficiency
within a number of subgroups,
including English language learners and students with disabilities. If
a district does not meet the standard
in even one subgroup, it does not
receive credit for AYP on
the state report card.
Of particular note, said
Superintendent Michael
Johnson, are the large
numbers of Bexley High School students
who are performing beyond proficiency, at
the highest levels. For example, in reading,
90.9 percent of girls and 79.3 percent of boys
are performing at accelerated and advanced
levels.
In math, 87.9 percent of girls and 85.4
percent of boys are performing at accelerated
and advanced levels.
On the flip side, Johnson said Bexley’s
high levels of performance have a somewhat
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What would
you like to see in
this newsletter

If there’s something you’d like to see included in this newsletter, please submit
your suggestion(s) to the editor, using any
of the contact means listed at the bottom
of the front page. Better yet, if you’d like
to write an article for consideration in the
newsletter, send it along as well.

Board meetings
Any alumnus is welcome to attend
and participate in association board
meetings.
Unless otherwise noted,
meetings are held at 7:30 p.m. in the
Montrose Elementary library. Remaining
meeting dates for 2013 are June 18,
September 17 and November 19. To
confirm time and location, you may call
our office at 614/920-4937.

Annual Dues
Payers Wanted!
The Alumni Association needs your
financial support if we are to be able to
continue with our projects. If you
enjoyed receiving and reading this
alumni newsletter, we hope you will
become an annual or lifetime member.

District - con’t.on page 5
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Message
from the
Co-chairmen
Greetings fellow alumni,
As I sit down to write this message, two
thoughts come to mind: looking back and looking
forward. Looking back, we pause for a moment
to remember Barbara Babbitt Hysell ’42, who
recently passed away – she was a good friend and
the longtime secretary of the Bexley High School
Alumni Association (BHSAA). Barbara was the
epitome of the BHSAA . . . that special school spirit,
pride and feeling as we remember our years at
Bexley High School. With Barbara in our thoughts,
we look forward.
Like the alumni before us who left their mark
on us during our formative years, we want to make
sure that the BHSAA continues to make an impact.
How can you help our current students and your
alma mater?
• Connect the Dots: participate in organizing a
reunion for your class year
• Find the Needle in the Haystack: help us locate
our “lost” alumni
• Build Excellence: serve on the BHSAA board
• Fund the Vision: make a contribution to the
BHSAA
By now you may have heard that U.S News
and World Report ranked Bexley High School as
the No. 2 public high school in Ohio. The BHSAA
board wants to reflect that excellence, too. We
want to ensure we are able to continue to promote
the school and its traditions, alumni connections,
scholarships, and status as a leader. To this end,
the BHSAA has had exploratory conversations
with the Bexley Education Foundation (BEF). The
BEF exists to promote and enhance excellence
in the Bexley City Schools. Our discussions have
focused on how the BHSAA and the BEF can work
together to support and to promote our common
goals. Stay tuned for more details on this exciting
development.			
As a graduate you understand the value of
an education from Bexley High School – and the
impact of your experience. I invite you to begin
(and to continue) investing in the students who
are following in our footsteps and the special
place that gave us the foundation for our lives and
careers.
For more information about getting involved
and supporting the BHSAA, please go to our
website at www.bexleyalumni.org.
Best regards,
Larry Pliskin,
Co-chair, Bexley High School Alumni Association
BHS Class of 1984
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(The following was posted in November 2012 under District news
on the Bexley schools website at www.bexleyschools.org)

BHS Student Newspaper
Receives National Honor
The Torch, Bexley High School’s
student newspaper, is one of 26 high
school news publications nationwide
to receive the 2012 George H. Gallup
award from Quill & Scroll for its work
during the 2011 - 2012 school year.
The George H. Gallup award is the
highest award granted to high school
news publications by Quill & Scroll.
The award is granted based on “extraordinary journalistic accomplishment, exceptional service to the school
and community, coverage, writing and
reporting.”
Quill & Scroll, based at the University of Iowa’s School of Journalism and
Mass Communication, was founded

in 1926 for the purpose of encouraging and recognizing individual student
achievement in journalism and scholastic publication.
Three Ohio newspapers were among
the high school newspapers to receive
the Gallup award. In addition to The
Torch, the Gallup award also went to
the school news publications at Lakota
East High School and Loveland High
School, both in the Cincinnati area.
The 2011 - 2012 Torch staff was led
by co-editors Meredith Margulies, Alec
Robins and Ivy Tran, all members of
the Class of 2012. The newspaper is advised by English teacher Julie Horger.

(The following article was submitted by Allen Curl ’58)
I read in the newsletter of the passing of Bob Babbitt ’59. I didn’t know Bobby (if this
is the one I’m thinking of) except to say hello; however, we had a memorable meeting on
the baseball diamond. He was a terrific ballplayer. He pitched and hit well.
In the early ‘50s we played for different little league teams in the Jewish Center
League and met in the season championship game. I can’t remember the score, but the
ninth inning showed up and Bobby was at bat with two outs. Our team was winning
by a run.
I had not had a good night, having struck out three times. I was really down. The
coach had me playing left field instead of my usual spot at second base (probably
because I wasn’t very good at second base!) and it was all I could do to stay awake.
Sure enough Bobby took a big swing and sent a long fly ball way the hell up in the air
right at me. All I could think of was to give it plenty of room so it wouldn’t fall behind
me! I took about two steps forward and the ball landed right in my glove. This, I might
add, was the only thing I did of any significance in my entire baseball career.
I am saddened by his passing as I am with all alumni with whom I was acquainted.

Note to Class Reunion Committees
The Alumni Association can help your planning process by providing updated class
lists and/or mailing labels. Please leave a message on the Alumni office voicemail at
614/920-4937 or send an email request to info@bexleyalumni.org. When planning
your reunion activities and supplies, why not consider offering our new decals as part
of the reunion package? Contact us for pricing on bulk orders, or check prices on the
order form on the alumni website.
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Bexley commits to helping struggling learners
By Michael Johnson
Superintendent, Bexley City Schools
Tuesday September 18, 2012
Common sense would support the idea
that retaining students early, by third grade,
would yield and sustain short and longterm benefits for the student.
Yet, as happens so many times in science,
the evidence found in research is in direct
conflict with intuition, gut feelings and
common sense. Unfortunately, a “Common
Sense” agenda is driving educational reform
in Ohio and throughout the United States.
Ohio legislators passed Senate Bill 316 to
support a concept referred to as the Ohio
Third Grade Guarantee that mandates
retention of a third-grader performing
below a predetermined “proficient level” on
a single test implemented in the spring of the
child’s third-grade year. English as a Second
Language students and special education
students will be exempt from this law.
In my preparation to support the
implementation of the law, I looked for
research to identify retention programs and
practices that have been developed to benefit
children and their learning. I was hoping to
discover many best practices in this area of
“educational reform” and begin to replicate
them in Bexley as rapidly as possible, given

the aggressive timeline implementation
requirements defined in SB 316.
I wasn’t surprised to find out that no
research exists to support this practice. In
fact, virtually all of the research paints a
very dismal picture for the future of children
retained at any time in their school careers.
Retention studies indicate that these
children will very likely to drop out of school
early. If they do graduate, they will be less
likely to enroll in post-secondary education
programs; and they will experience poorer
employment outcomes and opportunities.
The research also points out that minority
children, children in poverty, children
with peer relations difficulties and children
experiencing frequent school changes were
more likely to be retained.
The last thing a child performing below
a proficient level in reading needs in his or
her life is one more hurdle to overcome, a
hurdle that will add to that child’s deficits,
not contribute to his or her assets.
In fact, retention will be the final nail for
any struggling learner.
Bexley has a long and successful history
in implementing early intervention
programs to assist students as they develop
their skills in reading. The system of
interventions in Bexley is supported by
an Intervention Assistance Team (IAT) at

Take Note!

each school. This team is led by a school
administrator and staffed by highly trained
professionals selected from the building’s
faculty and staff.
A systemic process identifies as early as
possible students needing additional support
and intervention. Faculty and staff members
are involved in continuous progress
monitoring and formative evaluation using
adopted assessment practices.
They are able to use this information to
modify instructional efforts and practices.
These programs include intensive direct
instruction strategies; tutoring and
instruction before and after school;
summer school classes offered tuition free;
tutoring and mentoring programs with
student peers; and programs that provide
consistency between regular, remedial and
special education.
Our school district will double its efforts
to identify and support its struggling learners
to ensure that they will not face retention
beginning with the 2013-2014 third-grade
class. In the meantime, aggressive steps need
to be taken to retain that portion of SB 315
which advocates for the identification of
struggling students and providing them with
tiered, intensive intervention while strongly
advocating for the repeal of references to
“retention” in the law.

of graduation. Children’s and junior girl’s sizes are also available, so why not also
consider purchasing items for our future alumni?

Attention Lifetime Members!		

The alumni board would appreciate your input with suggestions for recipients of
the Distinguished, Honorary and Honored alumni awards. Please send any names,
together with the nominee’s qualifications and class year, as well as your name and
contact information to us by mail to the Bexley High School Alumni Association, P.
O. Box 457, Lithopolis, Ohio 43136-0457; via e-mail to info@bexleyalumni.org or by
using our online nomination form. Thank you.

Please let us know whenever any of your contact information changes so that we
can keep your records current.
Since we don’t receive a membership dues form from you every year that gives us
that information, we are losing some of you and your newsletters are being returned
as undeliverable.		
You may send in current information by completing the Bio Form on
the alumni website and clicking on Submit, by sending an email message to
info@bexleyalumni.org or by leaving a message on the alumni voicemail line at
614/920-4937.

Help support us with your spirit wear purchase

Looking for Class Notes

Nominations Needed

Please check out the “Show Your Spirit” link at the top of the home page on the
alumni website at www.bexleyalumni.org. Spirit School Apparel is making Bexley
clothing and gift items available and has recently increased to 20% the percentage
the alumni association receives for each purchase you make.
We receive the above percentage only if items are purchased through our alumni
website listed above. Similar merchandise is available on other websites purporting
to be our alumni site, but we receive nothing from them.
Items are available imprinted for either the school or for alumni with your year

Many of our alumni have written, saying they would like to see more news
submitted by their classmates. Won’t you consider sending us news of what’s going
on in your lives?
You may use either the “We want to hear from you!” form found elsewhere
in this newsletter, or the Bio Form link on the home page of the alumni website.
Remember, however, that we will not be able to publish your news, either in our
newsletter or on the website, if your dues are not paid and current.
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CLASS NOTES
Class of 1941
February 2013
Stan Kessel – Hollywood FL
Presently Anita and I are in a retirement
complex here. I’m still banging biomechanics
into innocent orthodontic grad students at
Nova Southeastern Univ. in Ft. Lauderdale –
now 68 years in this field.
I lived at 2539 Fair Ave. at the corner
of Cassingham during my elementary and
high school years. I would wait till the
last moment to get to the latter and my
record was 29 seconds door-to-door if I
cut through the backyard of our neighbor
across the street.

Class of 1947
February 2013
Carole Crumley Paprocki – Rochester MN
I am now living here with my son and
daughter-in-law. I missed the ’47 class

reunion last June for the first time in 50
years because I’m not able to travel yet.
Received the wonderful reunion photo
from Walt Buchsieb. Great to see everyone,
though not in person. You all look great.
You can contact me at cplittle@charter.net.

Class of 1949
February 2013
Joyce Rinehart Salfingere-Buckheiser –
Sun City West AZ
Well, at 81 I finally had to give up
sky-diving and take up something more
appropriate – which I’m still trying to
find! I still keep in contact with 49ers Jo
& Wayne Hanners. I’m still a volunteer
chaplain at the hospital after 17 years.
Traveled with my daughter this past
summer after my husband, Merle, died
at 91. Plan on going to Idaho to visit my
two children, four grandchildren and five
great-grandchildren – including twins!

Class of 1950
February 2013
Marilyn VanMeter Miller – Pisgah Forest
NC
All is well in Western North Carolina.
I worked hard with the local Democratic
party to help get Obama re-elected.

Class of 1951
October 2012
George Keys – Houston TX
My wife and I continue to play lots of
bridge and golf and are enjoying retired
life. I was in Ohio last year visiting my
sister, Mary Keys Thomas ’52. She is not
in good health but appears to be doing
better lately.

Class of 1950
October 2012
Bill Creager – Kilmarnock, VA
Bexley Travelers Meet Again
- In September 1993, eleven “old”
boys from the class of 1950 and
their wives met at the Greenbrier
Resort in West Virginia. They were:
Colborn Addison, Bill Creager,
Phil Hampton, Doug Harlor, John
Harlor, Halliday Hayes, Jack Jeffrey, Bexley Travelers in Denver CO, September 2012 –
Bob Jolliffe, Scott Inboden, Jim left to right -Bill Creager, Halliday Hayes, Charlie
Rodgers, Scott Inboden, Joel Poorman, Doug Harlor
Pohlman and Joel Poorman. Several
spouses were also Bexley alums: Sybil
Rex Addison (’50), Nancy Arnold Inboden (’54) and Betty Ann Miller Jeffrey (’50).
All had been good friends in high school. Some had remained in close touch over the
years, but others had not seen each other for a long time. All those attending agreed
that they should get together every year or so in the future.
Loosely identifying themselves as the Bexley Travelers, they met next in October
1997 in The Dominican Republic, then in Williamsburg/Irvington VA, Sanibel/Naples
FL, Mackinac/Harbor Springs MI, Fernandina/Amelia Island FL, Carmel Valley CA,
New Orleans & a Mississippi River cruise, a cruise to Bermuda, a cruise to Nova Scotia,
Charleston SC, Fairhope AL, Tucson AZ, Williamsburg VA, and in September of this
year in Denver CO.
The meetings have evolved into an annual event and several other classmates have
joined in along the way: Charlie Rodgers, Bob & Nancy Weiffenbach (’50) Clark ,
John & Geri Bowman and Bob & Sukie Shimbach(’50) Kaynes.
Plans are already underway to select a spot to meet next year.
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Class of 1953 & 1956
October 2012
Three former “Bexley Band Buddies”
got together at The Ohio State University
Marching Band Reunion in September.
Nathan Gordon ‘56, Janet Bez Ebert
‘53 and Ian Polster ‘56 exchanged many
fun memories, especially those of “dance
band” gigs. The “trumpet room” in the
Steinberger Band Center at Ohio State
is named for Gordon. Ebert and Polster
“retired” this year from field directing the
Alumni Band at the reunion halftime.

Class of 1955
February 2013
Tamsin Hartley Prentice – Ypsilanti MI
My long lost summer of 2012 – Our
summer in Michigan started early with a
hot dry June. This was hard on outdoor
plants, fruit trees, bushes and vines. I
knew I needed a new left hip and surgery
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CLASS NOTES
occurred July 16. Our weather stayed hot
and dry. Post surgery I went to rehab for
10 days, was discharged and ready to face
the summer. On Aug. 24 I was taking my
exercise walk. I was on the sidewalk of a
busy street. I heard “bike on the right.” I
stopped and the next thing I knew I was
flying in the air, having been hit from
behind. I don’t remember landing, but
knew I was sitting, holding my left leg and
worrying about my new hip. The hip was
OK but I had a broken tibia and fibula at
the ankle. Following surgery, with a plate
on the fibula and screws in the tibia, I was
sent home. Non-weight-bearing for 3-1/2
weeks. I then went to a walking boot with
gradual weight bearing. Of course the
summer was long gone.

Class of 1964

Class of 1965

February 2013
Charles (Chuck) Smith – Woodbridge VA
My one act play, Love Match, was done
by Bakersfield (CA) Community Theatre
in July and then done by Thunderous
Productions (MD) in September.

October 2012
Betty Zuckerman Nigoff – Lexington KY
My husband Lowell and I retired from
the business we created. We began in 1979
and sold it in 2008. Our first grandchild
was born 8-16-12 and grandparenthood is
wonderful. We have been married 42 years
(August 2012) and have two wonderful
children.
I am having a mini-reunion with
Barbara Moser, Mary Lee Seligson and
Roz Bornheim soon in Cincinnati. I am
looking forward to celebrating our 50th
reunion in a few years.

Class of 1967
October 2012
Kelly White Stevens – Worthington OH
A couple photos from our 45th
reunion the weekend of September 21.

Class of 1991

Class of 1956
February 2013
Marilyn Varley Cherry – Pickerington OH
After my husband died I moved from
the house I lived in for 33 yrs. and bought
a condo. I really enjoy not having stairs
anymore. I live in Florida during the
winter. My three sons live in Columbus
and I enjoy doing lunch and dinner with
them and their families. I also enjoy doing
lunch on the 3rd Monday of each month
with my Bexley friends. Life has basically
been good and I’m looking forward to a lot
more. Yea Bexley!

February 2013
Stephen Mann – Arlington VA
After being married in April 2011, we
recently had our first child, Nicholas.
Terri Feinstein Fling, Janet Shenker Carlson,
Shelley Schwartzberg Bookspan, Maureen
Freedman

Class of 2008
October 2012
Lucy First – Bexley OH
We are preparing for our 5-year
reunion. Make sure you receive all the
details by sending your current address
to BexleyHSClassof2008@gmail.com. See
you July 4-5, 2013!

George Pryor, Jack Meizlish, Candi
Grossman Shoor, Kelly Stevens, AJ Myers,
Mark Shell

District - continued from page 1
negative impact on another area of the
state’s report card: the value-added measure.
When students already are performing well
beyond expectations, he said, it becomes
more difficult for them to demonstrate a full
year’s growth for every year of schooling.
“This kind of performance suppresses our
value-added ranking when compared other
school districts,” said Johnson, explaining
how Bexley landed at No. 116 out of the
more than 800 Ohio school districts in the
new rankings related to value-added.

Each of Bexley’s schools held its own on the
2011-12 Performance Index measure, based
on the average of all students’ test scores
at that school. If every student scored at
the advanced level, the Performance Index
would be 120. Two Bexley elementary
schools have been steadily increasing their
Performance Index scores, with Montrose
moving from 102.2 in 2010-11 to 104.6 this
year, and Cassingham going from 107.2 to
107.6.
Almost 90 percent of Bexley’s third-

graders reached at least the proficient level
in reading, an area that has been under
intense scrutiny as the state implements its
Third-Grade Reading Guarantee.
“The percentage of our third-graders who
need reading support has decreased over the
past three years,” Johnson said.
That means there are fewer than 20
Bexley children who would need the specific
types of interventions that administrators
understand will be required when the
guarantee goes into effect.
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By Grant Davis
Feb 04, 2013
While slowly laboring up a steep snowfield
near the top of Oregon’s 11,249-foot volcano
last June, then 68-year-old stroke survivor J.
Marcus Wood and his team of climbers were
suddenly enveloped in a blizzard. The winds
kicked up to 35 mph, blowing snow reduced
visibility to near zero and the temperature
plummeted. Wood could’ve turned back, as
he had three years prior, but not this time.
Roped to two guides, he kicked his boots
into the snow and pressed on, eventually
topped out, briefly snapped pictures on the
summit and then began a harrowing descent
back down the mountain.
“The climb down was actually harder,”
says Wood, “The weather was horrific. I hit
the wall physically and the adrenaline that
carried me to the top was gone. Plus we’d
been climbing since 12:30 that morning
and the descent seemed like it would never
end.” But it did and with it, the Portland,
Ore., resident closed the book on a threeyear journey back from a stroke brought
on by atrial fibrillation (Afib) on Labor Day
weekend, 2009.
“I was with my wife, drinking a glass of
wine, when she noticed that I was slurring
my speech,” says Wood. “Half my body was
numb—I couldn’t get up out of the chair. I
didn’t think it was a big deal, but my wife
immediately called 9-1-1. She’s worked in
healthcare for years and realized that I was
most likely having a stroke.” Within minutes,
emergency medical workers arrived and
rushed him to the nearest stroke trauma
center. He was fortunate to regain some
feeling in his limbs before doctors had to
decide whether to administer thrombolytic
medicine to clear the blockage.
Wood knows that he was lucky: His wife
acted swiftly upon recognizing the symptoms
of a stroke in progress (face drooping, one
arm weaker than the other, slurred speech).
And the fact that the ambulance came
quickly and took him to an ER equipped to
handle stroke “made all the difference,” says
Wood.
In less than a day, he was able to walk.
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After three days, he was released from the
hospital and began a year-long rehabilitation
process. He worked with a speech pathologist
to strengthen his swallowing muscles
and a physical therapist to help shore up
his weakened legs and arms. To hone his
mind, he began reading more than usual
and brushed up on his Spanish and Arabic
language skills.
Five months after his stroke, Wood
underwent a catheter ablation to help
stabilize his heart rhythm and temporarily
remove lingering Afib symptoms. It’s a
condition that thwarted his previous attempt
on Mount Hood. An episode at 10,500 feet,
tantalizingly close to the top, left him feeling
wasted and forced him to abandon. “I’d been
taking medication for the condition for years
before the stroke,” explains Wood. “But I’m
asymptomatic. I never know when it could
hit me. But I do know that when it hits, it’s
time to shut down.”
After two years of focused rehab, Wood
allowed himself to entertain thoughts of a
return to the mountain. With the blessings
of his neurologist and cardiologist, he then
asked his wife if she was OK with his goal.
She was, provided that Wood commit to
getting into the best shape of his life. “I was
about 20 pounds overweight by then and not
exercising as intensely as I could,” he admits.

Wood invested in a personal trainer at
his gym to help work through strengthtraining moves designed to get his body
into climbing shape, as well as a series of
balancing drills. “Regaining my balance was
almost as critical as building my strength
back up,” he remembers. Wood progressed
to walking longer distances and eventually
running. Between his gym sessions and
runs, he was exercising up to five days per
week. He also began adding more fresh
fruits and vegetables and low-fat proteins to
his diet.
Throughout the process, Wood used a
heart-rate monitor to warn himself if his
heart rate—and intensity—was going too
high. “I was able to figure out where my
‘danger zone’ is,” says Wood, “the point that
was more likely to spark an Afib episode.”
By early spring 2012 Wood felt ready and
he joined the American Lung Association’s
Climb for Clean Air/ Reach the Summit
2012 program to conquer Hood. The
group raises funds for the lung association
and receives nearly three months of
mountaineering training, technical support
and the use of guides on summit day. Each
weekend, the group would tackle longer and
steeper hikes, picking up skills along the
way, including the use of crampons (metal
teeth that attach to the bottom of climbing
boots for ice and snow), using an ice axe to
stop a fall, climbing with ropes and carrying
progressively heavier backpacks each week
to build stamina.
“That first training hike (with the
group) was hard. Halfway through
it, I knew something wasn’t right,”
says Wood. He slowed down, took a
break, caught his breath and gradually
found his fit within the group. “I tried to be
a middle-of-the-pack guy, although there
were some days that I was the slug.” That the
training was a challenge didn’t surprise him.
That he was the oldest participant in that
year’s program did. “I was the oldest by well
over a decade.”
To those who know Wood, the fact that he
loves a challenge is no surprise. In the 1960s
he joined the Peace Corps and was sent to
PERFORMANCE- con’t.on page 10
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The Champaign County (Ohio) Chamber of Commerce

2012 Simon Award presented to Ebert
2012 Simon Award was awarded to Dr.
Janet W. Ebert. Ebert's contributions to
Champaign County have spanned decades
and have improved the quality of life for
Champaign Countians of all ages. She has
served 60 years as a music educator, offering
private flute lessons in the early years,
teaching instrumental and choral music in
several schools in the region and directing
the music program and instructing at

Urbana University. She began tallying her
volunteer hours in 2003 and has, since that
time, averaged 1,456 hours per year.
Current projects include researching
local history and presenting it in plays,
speeches and documents; assisting students
and high school groups with preparation
for contests; performing for groups locally
on alto horn, piano, organ, keyboard,
flute or piccolo; composing and arranging

music; preparing and presenting speeches
and lectures across the state, actively
participating in and hosting OSU Alumni
Band activities; and being active in the
Champaign County Retired Teachers
Association, Urbana Chapter Daughters
of the American Revolution (and Bexley's
Franklinton Chapter), the Ohio Society
DAR and church activities.

Reunions
Class		

Contact(s)		

Phone			

E-Mail			

Reunion Date(s)

1963		Claire Baas Kessler					clairekess@yahoo.com
October 11 & 12, 2013
Class of 1963 50th Reunion
A Save the Date was sent out in the spring of 2012. If you did not receive one . . . we don’t have your address!! Please send your address via email to clairekess@
yahoo.com or to Claire B. Kessler, 288 Tucker Dr, Worthington, OH 43085. The ‘official’ invitation with lots of information is going out in June, 2013. Right now . . .
mark your calendars for:
October 11, Friday evening . . . Mary Kelley’s in Dublin (classmate Richard Hammond’s restaurant/bar)
October 12, Saturday . . . morning tour of Bexley High School; evening ‘business casual’ buffet at the Columbus Country Club
Please join us for a wonderful weekend!
1983		

Marcy Goldenberg Blumberg

614-906-3673		

mblumberg@wowway.com

1993		Bethany Klynn					BKlynn@Limitedbrands.com
A float in the parade, Family friendly activity Friday, Party Friday night
More details to follow as they are finalized. Contact Bethany with any questions.

July 4th weekend, 2013
July 4 & 5, 2013

2008		Lucy First						BexleyHSClassof2008@gmail.com
July 4 & 5, 2013
We are in the planning stage of our 5th reunion.
Make sure you receive all of the details as they develop by sending your current contact information to BexleyHSClassof2008@gmail.com.

Thank you to the following alumni (and classes) who made donations
to the Alumni Association since our Summer/Fall 2012 newsletter:
Name of Donor
In Memory Of
In Honor Of
Undesignated
Stanley Kessel ’41
Todd Adam Kessel
Barbara Heer Reed ’41
Barbara Babbitt Hysell ‘42
Beverly Fleishman Pimsleur ’55			
X
“The Friends of Forrest Davis”		
Forrest Davis (“King of Janitors”)
Class of 1962				

Other

Scholarships
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News about our future alumni
(This article, reprinted with permission,
featuring future alum, Maggie McDow,
class of 2019, appeared in The Columbus
Dispatch on January 23, 2013)

WHITE HOUSE PHOTO

White House, the inauguration and Joining
Forces, a White House effort to support
military veterans.
Highlights magazine asked for a
recommendation from Principal Jeannine
Hetzler of Cassingham Elementary School
First lady, Mrs. Biden seem like
in Bexley, where the magazine had surveyed
regular folks, Bexley girl says
students for the fall election. She thought
of McDow. “She’s incredibly level-headed,”
Maggie McDow had never interviewed
Hetzler said, “a really, really bright, great
anyone, unless you count those volleys of Maggie McDow, 12, left, sits next to Jill Biden
writer, very inquisitive.”
adolescent curiosity she occasionally levels at a table headed by first lady Michelle Obama.
Three days after learning that Maggie
McDow was one of four girls invited to interview
at her parents.
might be chosen, her family got the call. She
So when the 12-year-old the women on Friday.
should be on a plane the next day, she was
Bexley girl sat down last week
told. So with her dad and a book on presidential
to interview Michelle Obama and Jill Biden, she trivia, she left.
tried not to think about her nerves. She wished the
To get up to speed, Maggie and her father set up a visit to The New
first lady a belated happy birthday, shook hands with York Times. Reporters told her not to ask anything she could look
her two subjects and began.
up — ask things no one has asked before.
“They seemed pretty down-to-earth and kind of just
Finally at the White House, McDow sat beside Jill Biden at a long
A sixth-grader
like somebody’s mom or somebody’s grandmother,” table headed by Mrs. Obama. When her turn came, she ditched the
in Bexley,
McDow said yesterday. “They seemed like a person, list of questions she had prepared and improvised one: What advice
Maggie McDow
not like some superhero.”
did the women have for children in military families, or any families
represented
McDow was among four youths — all 12-year- that move often?
Highlights
old girls, by chance — selected to interview the
It was a personal question for McDow, who has lived in 14 homes
magazine at
the interview.
two women on Friday afternoon, at the onset of from Washington, D.C., to Tanzania, wherever research has led her
celebrations for President Barack Obama’s second professor parents. “At the beginning of this year, that was my second
inauguration.
time ever not being the new kid since I was 6,” McDow said.
Mrs. Obama’s office had invited four national youth publications
Signing up for after-school activities can help, Mrs. Obama said,
each to select one reader for an interview loosely limited to life in the but students need support from teachers and other adults. It’s a

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!
Send us news about yourself to be included in the alumni newsletter and on the alumni website. Please note: we will not
be able to publish your news, either in our newsletter or on the website, if your dues are not paid and current.
Name:___________________________________________________________________________________________
Maiden Name:____________________________________________________________________________________
Class:__________________________
City/State:______________________________________________________
News:____________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
Mail information to: Bexley High School Alumni Association
P.O. Box 457. Lithopolis, Ohio 43136-0457
Or email to:
info@bexleyalumni.org
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News about our future alumni Continued
theme she continued through the weekend as she hosted a concert
for military families.
McDow asked three more questions, including what music Mrs.
Obama listens to (Beyonce, Elle Varner and jazz). But McDow was
most struck by the way the first lady ranked her successes.
“Taking care of her daughters and making sure they fit in, she
thought that was her top accomplishment of her first term,” McDow
said.

Charles at 5:15pm on Monday 2/11/2013 at COSI in the semifinals
of the WOSU-TV Tournament.
Editor’s note: The BHS team earned a spot in the finals of the
ITK tournament for the third year in a row this year, after defeating
both St. Charles and Dublin Jerome. The team lost a close final match
against Upper Arlington. Varsity team participants are Adam Soll,
Evan Gutter, Amelia Brownstein, Max Cohen and Abram Blau.

(The following article about the BHS In The Know team
appeared in the February 5 “Key Communicator.”

(The following appeared in the 1-31-13
“Key Communicator” from Bexley Schools)

BHS’s Varsity ITK Team ran its league record to a perfect 6-0
last night, defeating Westerville South High School 275-105. Team
member Adam Soll singlehandedly outscored Westerville South
with 130 points. The JV team also prevailed over Westerville, with
Jonah Stuber leading all scorers with his 75 points. ITK takes on St.

Bexley Middle School’s literary magazine from 2012 - 2013, The
Light Side of Dark, has earned the highest award in the 2012 National
Council of Teachers of English Program to Recognize Excellence
in Student Literary Magazines. Bexley was one of only two Ohio
schools to receive this level of recognition.

Class of 1962 sponsors scholarships
The class of 1962 recently celebrated its 50th reunion and was able to make a $3,000 donation
to the Alumni Association from proceeds generated from the sale of CDs featuring compilations
of scenes from reunions throughout the years.
The donation allowed the class to sponsor this year’s three $1,000 scholarships presented
annually by the Alumni Association to graduating seniors. The scholarships will be presented in
May at the student awards assembly.

Oceanview Publishing announces
the release of Outrageous October
Third novel by Barbara Sussman Levenson, class of 1953
The third novel in Levenson’s criticallyacclaimed mystery series featuring plucky
Miami lawyer Mary Magruder Katz,
Outrageous
October
is
available in both a trade
paper edition ($11.99) and
an eBook edition.
About Outrageous October: Outrageous October
finds Mary Magruder Katz
at a crossroads in both her
professional and personal life. When she
discovers her sexy Latin boyfriend sneaking away to rendezvous with his ex-, Mary
promptly packs up her SUV, along with her
trusty canine sidekick Sam, and hits the
road. Destination: High Pines, Vermont. A
change of scenery would do her good—and
an offer to stay at a friend’s summer home is
too tempting to resist.

But Mary soon discovers that her
temporary residence was the scene of an
unsolved murder just a year before. Never
one to leave well enough alone, Mary starts
to investigate the cold case—much to
someone’s dismay.
Following a few chilling circumstances
that are almost enough to send her packing,
Mary meets Dash, an appropriately dashing
local attorney who persuades her to do
some legal work—and angles for some
overtime with her.
Meanwhile, Mary reconnects with her
wealthy client Lillian Yarmouth under
horrible circumstances. It seems Lillian’s
daughter Sherry, a student at Dartmouth,
has vanished into thin air and Lillian needs
Mary’s help to find her missing daughter.
And if that weren’t enough, Mary gets
a trial-by-fire taste of small-town legal

work when a neighbors’ spat turns into allout warfare. At the root of the battle: tree
removal. It sounds innocuous enough—
until the local “tree Nazi” is murdered.
There’s something sinister afoot in this
sleepy little town—and amidst the falling
leaves and blustery autumn winds of
Vermont, Mary Magruder Katz faces an
extraordinarily colorful Fall. But if Mary
doesn’t watch her step, this Fall could turn
deadly…
An outrageously charming—and supremely suspenseful—new read from
Barbara Levenson, a judge-turned-author
hailed as “John Grisham in spiked heels,”
Outrageous October is a delectable, delightful, to-die-for tale.
Barbara Levenson is a cum laude
graduate of the University of Miami Law
School, and has resided in Miami, Florida,
for the past 35 years. Barbara has served as
a prosecutor, and run her own law practice
where she focused on criminal defense and
civil rights litigation. Barbara was elected to
a judgeship in the circuit court of MiamiDade County where she served as senior
judge. Visit Barbara Levenson online at:
www.barbaralevenson.com.
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In Memoriam
Reported since
last newsletter

‘29
‘32
‘36
‘37
‘37
‘37
‘38
‘38
‘38
‘38
‘39
‘39
‘40
‘40
‘41
‘41
‘41
‘41
‘42
‘45
‘45
‘45
‘46
‘47
‘48
‘48
‘48
‘48
‘48
‘49
‘50
‘50
‘50
‘50
‘51
‘51
‘52
‘53
‘55
‘57
‘57
‘58
‘60
‘60
‘60
‘61
‘61
‘62
‘62
‘77
‘78

10

Ruth Mees Landrum
10-18-12
Ruth Silberstein Polster
12-07-12
Kathryn Mayer Finnegan
10-20-12
Jack Bradner
9-19-12
Ruth Cox Williams
2-20-13
Bernice Kuhn Casto
11-15-12
Mildred Barrows Schaaf
1-07-13
Jane Leach Webster
12-22-12
Jean Muir Catterton
12-16-12
Phyllis Reuter Siddle
8-13-12
Dorothy Collins Ireland
10-14-10
Jim Helf
11-16-12
William Haubrich
10-01-12
Jean Ann Mitchell Green
1-19-13
William McKinley
9-20-12
Ritchey Porter
1-20-12
Dean Sutton
2-27-13
Kirk Tarrier
9-26-12
Barbara Babbitt Hysell
9-13-12
Thomas Chappell
10-11-12
Sarah Parent Hawk
11-02-12
Marvin Schlezinger
10-08-12
Janet Teachnor
3-06-13
JoAn Wander Van Duyne
10-10-12
Edward (Bud) Babbitt
10-25-12
Jim Boster
11-07-12
Joan Henry Caldwell
4-16-12
William Morse
12-11-12
Barbara Zell Mickler
1-29-13
Lowell Boggs
9-29-12
Jane Auch
11-03-12
Marc Gertner
2-02-12
Sybil Rex Addison
2-26-13
George Williard
11-22-12
Ellen English Julian
2-15-13
Nancy Nida Hadley
12-10-12
Marti Rosenfield Goorey
11-01-12
Peggy Clark
Unknown
John Gary Buchanan
1-21-11
Stanton Robins
1-10-13
James Stevens
9-13-12
Joseph Schlonsky
9-30-12
Larry Felsenthal
2-23-13
Barbara Loos Davis
10-12-12
Sandy Petzinger Beidelman 11-16-12
Gerald “Gay” Bauman
11-03-12
David Helmick
10-15-12
Les Gutter
2-26-13
Jim Kellogg
11-16-12
Bill Grimm
9-03-12
Patricia Conrad
12-31-12

(The following, part of an article entitled “Influential Arkansans” and
featuring Sue Yardley Nuffer (and her husband Rusty), class of 1961, appeared
in the September 5, 2012 issue of Arkansas Times)

Organic farming

Sue And Rusty Nuffer

Thirty-four years ago, a couple of back-to-thelanders in search of cheap property and an ideal
growing season found their way to Pope County.
Sue and Rusty Nuffer, from Ohio and Michigan
respectively, started an organic blueberry farm
and began selling at farmer’s markets and, later,
online buying clubs. They now supply Little Rock
restaurants The Root, Brave New Restaurant, ZaZa,
Trio’s, Twenty One, Terry’s Finer Foods, Boulevard
Bread and Ashley’s. The Nuffers were also influential
in the now disbanded Ozark Organic Growers
Association, a co-op that helped Arkansas products
reach a national market and, according to Sue, they
were the first farmers to sell organic blueberries on
a national scale. “There’s more interest and demand
in organic food now,” said Sue, “but the heyday of
organic farming was from about 1982 to 1993,
because land was a lot cheaper then. But this is
what we’re dedicated to. We can’t imagine putting
chemicals on food or in the ground.”

Performance - continued from page 6
Libya. He’s lived and worked throughout the
Middle East, from living on a kibbutz (think:
rural, communal settlement) in Israel to
teaching in Saudi Arabia. And after retiring
from commercial broadcasting in 1995, he
started leading tourism groups on culturalenrichment trips around the world. He’s
been a cyclist, run multiple marathons and
celebrated turning 50 by walking 50 miles on
his birthday.
That drive continues unabated. Next up
for the restless Wood is running a marathon
this fall and he’s got two more mountains
in his sights: Africa’s 19,341-foot Mount
Kilimanjaro and Washington’s 14,409-foot
Mount Rainier. “I think climbing Rainier
would be a nice way to celebrate my 70th
birthday,” he laughs.
The satisfaction that Wood experienced
climbing Mount Hood has also enabled him
to dive back into his other love, international
travel. Since his summit, he’s led tour groups
through Georgia and Armenia, the Andes

Mountains in South America, and Cuba.
“Those trips—and being able to get back
to leading them—was as satisfying as the
climb,” says Wood. “I was worried at first,
that the tour operator wasn’t going to let me
lead anymore, that they would think I was
somehow damaged goods and a liability.
But they figured that if I was tough enough
to climb Hood, I would have no problem
handling a small tour group.”
Despite all he’s done in the last six months,
Wood won’t call himself fully healed. He still
has trouble swallowing and he admits that
when his mind becomes overloaded with
information he can lose focus and trail off.
For Wood, though, that’s just another part
of the challenge, much like the one that
originally spurred him to tackle Mount
Hood. “I was having a beer with a neighbor
after I’d turned 65. I mentioned something
about climbing the mountain now that I was
that age. He laughed and said I was too old.
Well, it took me awhile, but I did it.”
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PLEASE PAY YOUR 2013 ALUMNI ASSOCIATION DUES NOW!
Your dues expire December 31 each year

Mail information below to: The Bexley High School Alumni Association
ALUMNI ID #______________________________ 		
(found on the mailing label)
P. O. Box 457
Lithopolis OH 43136-0457
Enclosed is my check (payable to Bexley Alumni Association) for $_______________ as indicated below:
I prefer to pay with my MasterCard or VISA!
Amount Paid: ____________(Check selection(s) below)
Circle card type: MC VISA
Card Number: _________________________________ Expiration:_______ Month_______ Year
Card ID No.: _______ (3-digit number on the back of your card)
Or pay by credit card online at www.bexleyalumni.org
Annual Dues:
o $10 Senior single (60+)

o $18 Senior couple (60+)

o $25 Regular single (-60

o $45 Regular couple (-60)

Lifetime Dues:

o $200 Lifetime single
o $360 Lifetime couple
o Other $___________________
o Contribution to the Coach Carlton Smith Scholarship Fund $_________________________________
o Contribution to the William E. L. Young Memorial Service Award $_____________________________
Dues payments to the Bexley High School Alumni Association and contributions to the Coach Carlton Smith Memorial Scholarship Fund and to the William E. L. Young
Memorial Service Award are tax deductible.
Name_____________________________________________________

Student Last Name _______________________ Class_________

Name_____________________________________________________

Student Last Name _______________________ Class_________

Address___________________________________________________

City/State_____________________________ Zip__________

Last 		

Last 		

First 			
First 			

		
		

(If applicable)
(If applicable)

Home Phone_______________________ Cell Phone______________________ E-Mail______________________________________

o I WANT TO “GO GREEN” AND RECEIVE MY NEWSLETTERS VIA EMAIL!!

W/S-13

WAYS TO DONATE TO BHSAA
Why not consider making a donation
in honor of or in memory of a family
member or classmate?
The Bexley High School Alumni
Association welcomes any size donation
and we offer two options for payment.
Your donation is tax deductible.

OPTION 1

You can make a secure, online payment
by credit card (we accept both VISA and
MasterCard). Simply click on the Donate to
the Alumni Association link on the home
page at www.bexleyalumni.org to be taken
to our transaction processing site where
you can select your method of payment and
specify the amount you wish to give.

OPTION 2

If you prefer to send in your credit card
information or pay by check, please print
and complete our Donation Form (at
right) and mail it to us at P. O. Box 457,
Lithopolis OH 43136. Please make checks
payable to BHSAA.

Bexley High School Alumni Association	P. O. Box 457
614-920-4937	Lithopolis OH 43136
Your gift to the Bexley High School Alumni Association will promote excellence in a variety of areas.
Please make your check payable to BHSAA. Your cancelled check is your receipt.
I prefer to pay with my MasterCard or VISA! Amount Paid: ___________________________________
Circle card type: MC or VISA
Card Number: ______________________________________
Expiration: ___ Month ___Year
Card ID No.: ____ (3-digit number on the back of your card)
Please complete this form: Check if this is a new address 
Name: __________________________________________________________________
Street: __________________________________________________________________
City State Zip:______________________________________________________________
Enclosed is my gift in the amount of $___________ to the Bexley High School Alumni Association.
My gift is  in memory of  in honor of _______________________________;  an undesignated
donation to the Bexley High School Alumni Association.
Your gift is an investment in the future education of our children.
Please mail with your check to:
Bexley High School Alumni Association
P. O. Box 457
Lithopolis OH 43136

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!
W/S-13
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
NEWSLETTER
Editor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Carol Miley Middaugh ’62
OFFICERS/STAFF
Co-Chairman. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Larry Pliskin ’84
Co-Chairman. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ron Robins ‘58
Secretary. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . position currently vacant
Treasurer. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Carol Miley Middaugh ’62
Financial Advisor. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Adam Roslovic ‘89
TRUSTEES
2010-2013
Joan Eickholt Birtcher ’49
Wayne Hanners ‘49
Joann Susil Hanners ‘49

2011-2014
Saralee Graham Seckel ’51
Tina Heddleson Wolf ’90
Barbara Volosin Elsass ‘61

2012-2015
Barbara Bidlack Hauser ‘53
Barbara Heer Reed ‘41
Sherry Rosen Goldenberg ‘58

2013-2016
Matt Copp ’86
Andrew S. Ives ‘88
John F. Lewis, Jr. ‘80

(This article, reprinted with permission, featuring Betsy Salt, class of 1970, appeared
in the ASCENT Publication from The Ohio State University and was sent to us by Susan Hoffman Gruber ‘70)

Elizabeth A. Salt Anthropology Travel Endowment
Elizabeth (Betsy) Salt (MA, anthropology,
1975) is passionate about traveling and
studying abroad. She is equally dedicated
to philanthropy. With the establishment of
the Elizabeth A. Salt Anthropology Travel
Endowment for graduate students engaged
in dissertation research abroad, Salt has
ensured a legacy for both.
“My parents taught me that if you have
the means to help others, you need to do so,”
said Salt. “I’ve become aware of a real need
for travel funds for anthropology graduate
students hoping to do their doctoral field
work abroad.”
Salt works at Otterbein University as
a cataloger/metadata librarian; she is the
librarian liaison for the academic areas of
modern languages, international literature,
religion, philosophy, deaf studies, and
anthropology. She also reviews new books
in anthropology and archaeology for
Library Journal.

When Salt was an undergraduate, she fell
in love with archaeology but was unable to
travel to the many sites that so captivated
her attention. As a graduate student at Ohio
State, Salt was further inspired in her desire
to travel around the globe to gain a greater
understanding of various diverse cultures.

Over the years, she has visited 71 countries
and a number of remote islands such as
Montserrat (West Indies) and Pohnpei
(Micronesia), which she first learned
about from her Ohio State anthropology
professors.
“I want students to have the opportunity
to immerse themselves in other cultures
and learn from them as I have,” explained
Salt. “I want to help them travel for field
research without having to worry about the
financial burden of their travel expenses.”
Over 35 years ago, Salt first dreamed of
visiting Bagan, an ancient city located in
Myanmar (formerly Burma) and home to
the largest and densest concentration of
Buddhist temples, pagodas, and ruins in
the world with many dating from the 11th
and 12th centuries. She hopes to realize her
dream later this year when she plans to visit
the Bagan Archaeological Zone for the first
time.

